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Tonight I  invite you to enjoy a musical jour-
ney through time as well as across the many 
regions of Spain.  When I considered a 
theme that would unify the different aspects 
of Spanish culture and music, I  went with 
the strongest force of all -love.  I t is such a 
strong thing that it can take us to the ends 
of the world and compel us to do the uni-
maginable.  But there are many types of love 
beyond romantic love and this programme 
also explores them.  Love is everlasting and 
so, to this day, many forms of this music of 
love remains. 
 
During the Baroque period, the people ex-
pressed a very strong love for their faith 
through music of praise and worship which 
is why I  included the Cantada from Irribar-
ren.  The Cantada to the sacred heart is a 
simple and beautiful piece.  
 
Secular entertainment was of course also 
composed at that time. The zarzuela which 
is partly spoken and partly sung is a very 
traditionalist field nowadays, and Azis y Ga-
latea from the classic Greek love story, is a 
perfect example of this. These compositions, 
as well as operas, were performed for kings 
and the rich and powerful of the nobility. 
The composer of Las Amazonas de Espana 
was an I talian who was living in Spain in 
the court of Philip the fifth. This story is 
based on the historical reference of Hanni-
bal marching his army over the Pyrenees 
with war elephants.  
 
When one thinks of Spanish music, the gui-
tar surely comes to mind. As an instrument 

it is so romantic and versatile, it is no won-
der that is has figured prominently from the 
very beginning in the Baroque era to modern 
times.  I  chose Jose Marin from the 17th cen-
tury and Fernando Sor from the 19th century 
to exemplify the distinctive Spanish guitar 
recognized throughout the world.   
 
As we come to relatively modern times we 
have the seven popular songs of Manuel de 
Falla who is a very recognizable composer as 
well. Each song portrays the traditional mu-
sic of that region and music that is still per-
formed today. For example, El Pano Moruno 
is an Andalusian piece so it has a flamenco 
flair. Of course there is so much more 
though we have only this one night of love 
to share so, perhaps, I  will leave you long-
ing to continue the journey another time. 
Goodnight. (Luz Alvarez) 

Maria Luz Alvarez, soprano  
The WSO Baroque String Quartet 


